Be Prepared For The Future - Prevention is Better than Cure
The phrase “one of the oldest….” is probably one of the most used expressions in everyday speech, but it certainly applies in the case of David & John Hatrick of Creggan Farm, Londonderry, as their family is among the oldest in the district.  The Hatrick’s have resided at Creggan and have been active farmers there for over 300 years.
David & John Hatrick are the brothers responsible for ensuring the smooth running of their 200 cow pedigree dairy herd.  With one full time & one part time cow man, the work is equally divided between the four men.  Everything from the 4.30am milking to the fact that there are 4 forks available for the more manual tasks, so there are no excuses!
With calving occurring all year round – approximately 100 cows are calved before the end of December - and a policy of rearing all calves, the stock levels are around 600 head.  This requires a structured management programme for every animal which will ensure that whatever their end purpose, each one is given the appropriate feeding to ensure they reach their full potential in their final job, whether that is as a replacement or as bull beef.
Hatrick’s use a policy of ‘Prevention is Better Than Cure’, and this starts at the first stage of the rearing process and is a common thread throughout each animal’s life.  

Firstly it is apparent in their calf management.  David & John have had good success over the past few years using Once-A-Day calf milk powder.  Also, recently Coccidiosis had been a problem in calves.  This debilitating parasite can now be controlled by feeding Thompsons Calf Pride Weaner Cudlets that have a prescribed level of Decox® in them.
As the animals progress they are moved on to Excel Youngstock Mix, and then, as Heifers, Thompsons Heifer Rearing Nuts.

This well managed system contributes to the text book Heifer Rearing System where after A.I heifers are calving down at 24 months in late September.  All heifers are also well vaccinated which emphasises the prevention rather than cure philosophy of David & John.
AI is used on the dairy herd and an Aberdeen Angus Bull is used as a sweeper for future stock for the beef enterprise.  AI bulls are now not only picked for their good conformation, but also their butterfat and protein capabilities.  Products such as C16 Fat and Levucell are also given to boost these levels.

During winter, the dairy herd is fed Thompsons Complete Diet Pellet along with silage, molasses and straw, and a top up nut is fed during milking.
Coming to the end of their lactation, cows are reduced to once a day milking and are given a dry cow antibiotic plus a teat sealer.  The feeding regime for dry cows is 1.5-3kilos straw plus silage, and 4 weeks prior to calving, receive 2 kilos per head of Thompsons Dry Cow Nuts.
A lot of effort is put into making top quality silage which is the cornerstone of profitable winter milk production.  Three cuts are taken and all silage is made by the farm staff.  Grass is mowed with a 10ft mower, and an inoculant is used to improve silage fermentation and intakes, it is then wilted for 24 hours without scattering out the sward.  Up to 40acres can be ensiled per day ensuring that the silos are full for the winter.
The Beef enterprise does not prove as time consuming on a daily basis, after a diet feeder was purchased in 2000, the Hatricks have never looked back.  The Holstein Bull Beef are finished on a diet of Supreme Bull Pellets, turned out to grass in the 1st summer and then sold at the end of March when they are 16-17months, to the local meat plant.
The Aberdeen Angus Calves are reared on a similar system using the Aberdeen Angus Scheme.

Hatricks farm is an efficiently run example of an upbeat farming enterprise.  Every aspect is costed, and attention to detail is paramount.  However David and John are living under no illusions knowing that a drop in milk price could be damaging to the overall outcome of the herd’s progression.
Nevertheless the Hatricks are fastening their seatbelts and pushing forward into the future both within their farming enterprise and in external projects, with admirable drive and determination.  The message is clear.  “Prevention is better than cure”.  Prepare using Thompsons as your guide and 
Take On The Future Together.
For more information on what Thompsons can do for your future development, contact Thompsons Technical Team on (028) 90351321.  
