
In 1992 the average cow in Northern Ireland produced a little over 
5,000 litres of milk whereas 30 years later the average cow will yield 
just under 8,000 litres. This is a 60% increase in the same time period, 
and it is difficult to see any reason why this trend will not continue, in 
the current climate.

This increase in the scale of production, has brought many management 
challenges over the years, which local producers have continually risen 
to. Many elements of the business have had to adapt to ensure these 
increased volumes of milk are produced in an efficient, welfare friendly 
manner. Areas such as housing environment, forage production and 
youngstock management have all been focussed on, as producers 
strive to care and manage higher yielding animals.  

Nutritional management has been a key driver of this 30-year milk 
yield trend and equally it is also vital that the nutritional programmes 
keep pace with the ever-rising output from dairy cows.  Transition cow 
management, minimising negative energy balance, and optimising 
the protein balance in dairy cows, are all areas being researched 
and developed to help ensure higher yielding cows are managed in a 
sustainable manner.

This same ethos applies to Mineral Nutrition. Just as the energy 
and protein requirements of dairy cows have changed, so too has 
that of all minerals and importantly that of trace minerals. Ten years 
ago Thompsons entered into a partnership with Zinpro Performance 
Minerals to bring the latest in research and proven products to 
Northern Ireland dairy producers. Availa Minerals from Zinpro came 
with a significant body of proven research both globally and locally 
and quickly gained a reputation among its users as a quality product 
delivering results on farm, through lameness reduction, reproductive 
management, or improved udder health. 

Recently Zinpro have been focused on the ever-increasing nutritional 
demands of modern dairy cows from a trace mineral perspective and 

The dairy industry in Northern Ireland has seen significant change over the past 30 years.  
Management systems have changed dramatically with a  greater emphasis now on confined 
systems, driven in many cases by a steady increase in herd size and grazing limitations. When 
this is coupled with improved genetics, the increased use of concentrate feedstuffs and an 
uptake in robotic systems, the result is an increase in average milk yields across the board.

Thompsons bring Availa® Dairy to  
the Northern Ireland Dairy Market

recently launched Availa® Dairy, a specific combination of highly 
metabolically available trace minerals developed to help ensure dairy 
cows produce to their potential, and to optimize herd efficiency. 

Based on significant peer-reviewed research and on-farm/university 
trials, Availa Dairy brings together the latest Zinpro research into new 
feeding recommendations for trace minerals. It contains a specific 
combination of amino acid complexed zinc, manganese and copper in 
a precise ratio to deliver superior performance. Thompsons are pleased 
to bring this exciting new Availa Dairy Programme of trace mineral 
nutrition to the Northern Ireland dairy market.

Unique Mode of Action
Cows need trace minerals which remain active in the gut and can 
be absorbed more effectively, meaning they are able to participate in 
metabolic functions and help cows perform to their potential.  A large 
proportion of basic inorganic minerals in the diet, and some low-quality 
organic trace minerals, get inactivated in the gut, are not absorbed to 
make them available to the animal and are just excreted. 

It is therefore essential to ensure trace minerals are highly available 
to the animal for use in normal metabolic processes. Specifically, they 
should be stable at low pH and not affected by antagonists, soluble and 
easily absorbed.

Dr Huw McConochie, Dairy Nutritionist at Zinpro, explains that the 
trace minerals in Availa Dairy, where the metal is structurally bonded 
1:1 to certain amino acids, have these superior characteristics. They 
are uniquely and more efficiently absorbed through specific ‘amino 
acid transporters’ in the gut. Once in circulation they are metabolized 
differently from other metal sources allowing the cow to utilize the 
trace minerals more effectively.

Improved Performance
“By delivering optimal levels of trace minerals that are highly 

metabolically available, Availa® Dairy, gives superior performance 
and a smoother transition. In trials it has been shown to increase milk 
yield by 4%, improve feed efficiency by around 9%, and reduce blood 
ketones by 34% in early lactation. It also supports udder and hoof 
health and increases reproductive performance.  Colostrum quality is 
also improved, indicated by increased immunoglobulin levels,” says  
Dr McConochie.

“These improvements help to optimize overall herd performance and 
contribute to a more sustainable milk supply chain.”

Superior Minerals, Superior Results. Full Stop.
“Availa® Dairy, offers improved production, better cow wellbeing 
and an excellent return on investment of at least 10:1.  It represents 
the outcome of significant peer-reviewed research and on-farm trials 
and is the new standard in dairy trace mineral nutrition,” concludes  
Dr McConochie.
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Zinpro’s Dr. Huw McConochie takes a hands on approach on 
Thompsons’ customer’s farms

Thompsons’ Richard Moore highlights the key benefits of the Availa Dairy Programme.
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